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Gun Violence in the U.S
Introduction 
The right to bear arms and the laxity of the U.S government to legislate stringent laws that can reduce the number of firearms among civilians has made it possible to have several cases of gun violence in the U.S. The cases of gun violence in the U.S keep on rising and communities are feeling threatened to go about their daily activities like attending education facilities and going shopping, or even to social places like clubs. In the last five years, there have been about 29 shootings in the years which have left several people injured and a trail of fatalities (Mason, McKenney & Elkbuli 225).  For example, on the 15th of April, 2021, eight people were killed including a gunman in a FedEx warehouse in Indianapolis while the other latest gun violence is just a month ago which is 22nd of March, 2021 where a gunman in a grocery shop shot and killed ten people who included a police officer Tom Tolley, a police officer who was first to respond to the shooting. The gunman was arrested and taken to custody. The list of the mass shootings is endless including the shooting at the spas in Atlanta and this has raised pressure on the government to enact laws that would reduce circulation/sale/possession of firearms especially among civilians, a position that is also strongly opposed by those advocating for the right to bear arms in accordance to the Second Amendment of the U.S constitution. 
Why bearing guns has become a debatable issue
The problem of gun violence is all about the issue of gun control in the U.S. The debate about gun control is a controversial one in which even the moderates could not agree. Hence, the Democrats have divided opinions, the Republicans have their own opinion which is also split, and the Conservatives have their own say scattered among themselves (Melissa 759). The Senate and Congress have interest groups funding debates that either seek to control the number of guns in civilian hands or those that are pro the Second Amendment that safeguards citizens’ right to bear arms in a well-organized militia. Even though there are background checks that seek to ensure that people bearing arms have the right temperaments and have no criminal records, there are still illegal gun selling points in the U.S. The situation, thus, makes it difficult to control the arms from landing in the hands of potentially dangerous people. 
The kind of arms that are held by civilians are also questionable. The illegal selling of guns means guns of low cost but extremely lethal impacts can be held by civilians (Stephen 29). Most Americans access sophisticated and rapid-fire assault rifles, pistols, and even submachine guns whose possession by a small group in the society can pose a dangerous threat to the security of citizens. State groups like politicians or powerful businessmen who want to protect some interests can be made those weapons available to the citizens and thus endanger sections of the society. From the foregoing, it reasonable to understand that there is a danger to society when a lot of guns are possessed by citizens like in the U.S. Much as several groups are advocating for the reduction of the number of guns in the hands of citizens, more and more people and stronger groups like politicians, interest groups like gun sellers and manufacturers, and users want the Second Amendment protected and people to continue bearing guns with little restrictions. 

Opinions on Gun violence
In this section, I am going to start with my opinion on gun violence. First of all, the U.S is on top of any other country in the world with the highest number of civilian-held guns which translates to the highest incidents of gun-related violence (Rood 51). Gun violence is not only the mass shootings that we hear about but incidents like threatening and intimidations at gun points. News of mass shootings or even intimidations and threats at gun points distress me and logically I would support a debate that reduces the number of gun circulation in the U.S and thus I will not support the provisions of the Second Amendment. On the other hand, the fact that one has never committed a crime is not satisfactory that they will never commit one. 
Thus, the threshold that only civilians who have never committed crimes should be allowed to possess guns is not logical and it is among the regulations that are increasing the number of guns in the hands of civilians (mason et al. 226). Besides, we have had several shootings of innocent people who are going about their daily activities, unsuspecting of shooters. For instance, the school shootings, the store shootings and even the recent one at FedEx Indianapolis are wake-up calls that the security of the citizens is at stake because of the many guns in the hands of civilians. I therefore move would move a motion that seeks to reduce the shootings incidences that for one restricts gun selling agencies, stricter criteria of determining whether one should have a gun like tangible reasons to possess a gun, and enact laws that forbid the sale of high revolving guns to the citizens. 
Unfortunately, a lot of people are still supporting the possession of guns among civilians and by extension blaming those who get shot for not possessing guns to defend themselves. Those who support gun violence do so in the spirit of the Second Amendment (Barry et al. 879). They want to hold on to it that citizens have the right to bear arms or possess weapons such as guns and its spirit is that a well-organized militia is necessary to the security of the state. In this era, the Second Amendment is firmly supported by Sens. Dwight A. Loftis, Josh Kimbrell, and Billy Garret among others are sponsoring a bill currently in the Senate that supports possession of guns by residents of South Carolina in “a well-organized militia.” The push, therefore, is for all men and women who are able-bodied between ages 17-45 to have guns (Mason et al. 2021). Other lawmakers like Chris Murphy (D-Conn) and increasing interest groups with goodwill to the general good of the community want expanded background checks that will include private transactions between unlicensed gun sellers. The provision that seeks to close the loopholes in the gun sale however has fewer backing from senators. 
Plans to Solve Gun Violence 
The efforts to reduce gun violence have been heightened especially since the turn of the last decade with the Obama Administration. Several recommendations and efforts have been made to reduce gun violence and the main ones focus on the reduction of guns in circulation. Recommendations to end gun violence focus on gun possession and are as follows:
· The first effort is to ban the use of assault weapons. 
The assault weapons have military-style features such as pistol grip, folding back, barrel shroud, detachable stock, and a threaded barrel. In five out of six shootings, the weapon that was used was the Air-15, a weapon that can inflict as many casualties as possible in the shortest period. For this reason, therefore, those who are opposing the bearing of the guns are specifically against such weapons especially those born by civilians who can sporadically feel the urge of shooting others. 
· The second recommendations are to increase background checks for all gun sales 
The current federal law forbids some individuals from bearing guns. Such individuals are those who have previous felony records, have histories of domestic abuse, and have been involuntarily been committed to mental facilities. Most gun purchases in the recent past have been buying guns without due background checks according to research done in 2017. In Connecticut, increased background checks have seen a reduction in gun-related violence by 40% (Stark et al. 85). For these reasons, therefore, those who want gun violence to reduce are earnestly asking the government to petition sellers to tighten background checks so that guns do not fall into the hands of potentially dangerous people. 
· Disarm all domestic abusers
Guns in the hands of domestic abusers pose a great risk to the vulnerable especially women. In a 2017, report, more than 7, 571 women were murdered using guns by intimate partners (Fleming et al. 356). For this reason, therefore, a disarmament exercise should be done to take away guns from people who have been involved in domestic abuse because they have higher chances of repeating the felony. 
· Support local violence protection programs 
Strengthening the gun acquisition and possession policies is just a piecemeal solution if the masses are not educated on how to stay clear of gun violence. Therefore, there have to be programs that bring together the law policing authorities and the residents on avoidance and protection from gun violence. 
Conclusion
Gun violence is a serious problem in the U.S and its manifestation of mass shootings in places where people gather is only a tip of an iceberg of the total gun violence cases in the U.S. The debate on how the problem is to be solved has attracted varied approaches especially because the issue touches on the reduction of guns in civilian hands. Powerful individuals like senators are backing bills that support the bearing of arms following the Second Amendment while others want stricter laws to be imposed to increase background checks for people wishing to bear arms. While the debate is still simmering, it is everybody’s considered opinion that gun violence should be reduced and it looks like the only viable way is at least to fix the Second Amendment. 
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